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the beat the time-process. The flame held in
the corresponding left hand is the holy fire of
sacrifice. The other left hand stretched across
the body points to the uplifted foot of the Deity
as the refuge of salvation. The upraised hand
of the lower right arm, round which a cobra
is coiled, assures the devotee of divine protection;
the tor ana, or arch of flame surrounding the image,
is the Hall of the Universe in which Siva is
dancing.
The demon under Siva's right foot is Muyalaka,
the dark cloud of materialism in the Eternal
Ether (Akasa), which disappears in the sunshine
of the Divine Spirit. The popular mythological
explanation of the Dance, intended for those who
would not understand the occult meaning, is as
follows: Siva, disguised as an ordinary ascetic,
came to a forest hermitage where certain heretical
Rishis, Ms enemies, were assembled. He easily
confuted their arguments; they, in revenge, tried
to destroy him by black magic. First they
created a fierce tiger which sprang out of the
sacrificial fire. Siva seized it in its spring,
stripped off its skin with the nail of his little
finger, and wrapped it as a garment round his
loins. Then they created a venomous serpent.
Siva took it, wreathed it as a garland round his
neck, and began to dance. Whereupon another
evil shape, an ugly dwarf demon, rushed out of
the fire, Siva crushed it under Ms foot, broke